Early Childhood Development Chart

by Judith K. Voress and Nils A. Pearson

0-3 Months 3-6 Months 6-9 Months
* Watches an object - Repeats arm or leg movementstocause = Imitates familiar actions (e.g, claps
moved slowly through # an action to occur again hands)
line of sight « Explores ohjects in a variety of ways « Finds object that is partially hidden
@ | » Moves hand to mouth » Pulls cloth from face « Transfers an object from one hand to the
2 | « Looksbackand forth | « Intentionally drops other to pick up second object >
L between two an object and = « Mowves to get to toy
g} objects watches it fall ~§ # Persists in effort to obtain ‘*;
& |+ Inspects own hands # Plays with rattle W -~ object
O | + Mouths toys placed in hand s = T
- Startled by loud noises = Laughs out loud » Responds with appropriate gestures to
¢ | + Cries when hungry or uncomfortable « Briefly stops activity when name is called “up“bye-bye” or other routines
© | * Tums head toward voice « Vocalizes pleasure and displeasure = Produces three or more consonants
‘= | = Makes noises other than crying = Imitates sounds « Moves body to music
% | « Differentiated cry for fatigue, hunger,and  « Malkes noise when talked 1o « Uses word for parent or
= pain caregivar discriminately
= | « Coos when spoken 1o by caregiver « Pitch and intonation vary
E g
=
Q
LW
« Looks at adult face « Comforts self {eg. sucks hand or thumb] & Extends arms to familiar
+ Interacts by smiling and cooing - Expresses desire to be picked up pETSOnS
— | + Becognizes familiar faces and object=s - Smiles at or pats own image in the mirror = Shows preferance for
1 g « Stops crying when talked 1o, picked up, « Interacts differently with certain toys, activities, or places
-] or comforted caregivers and strangers « Expresses affection
S & | * Expressesfeelings such as - Initiates social contact « Plays simple games (e.g. peek-2-boo)
o © | anges excitement, or hunger « Responds differently to children and
wvi E aduits
w
+ Forms a tight seal around nipple when « Closes lips to remove food from spoon
sucking - Sleeps through the night
» Swallows liquids with no difficulty + Holds or supports bottie to drink
@ | + Coordinates sucking, swallowing, and » Purposely pulls off socks
.2 | breathing + Feeds self finger foods
‘E_ « Enjoys bath
g » Sleeps for 4 to 10-hour intervals
<<
*+ When held upright, will bear » Transfers an object from one hand 1o the
5 When lying on back, + Bangs two objects together * mﬂmmh
r— E brings hands together « Sits for at least 5 seconds with hips sup-
& 5 | - When lying on stomach, raises hesd ported mwﬂ#ﬂﬂuﬁ-ﬁ#
2 o brefy ; + Rolis from back to stomach forefinger o __.
25 | - nsupported sitting position, reaches for e Rolls from back = i G I AOVE i stedt o ety
o > | @andgraspsanobject to side ﬁ + Pokes with index finger
U | . Holds a small object in each hand atone + Stands alone, holding on to something
Q| tme ' Q’F“‘ + Moves from back to sitting without
+ Rolls from side to back 3"‘“% assistance




9-12 Months 12-18 Months 18-24 Months 24-30 Months

« Looks at pictures in a book * Looks at picture + Repeats finger plays with
« Rolls wheeled toys book with adult words and actions
+ Touches adult to have that - Places a small N + Can tell own age

¥ | interesting game or action container ak ol and “all”
-Z |+ Removes rings from ring stack - Demanstrates + Matches simple shapes such as
< I i use of everyday _ circle, square, and triangle

= Reali . ' o + Inse to ma - Identifies rooms in own home
on |+ Realizes objects continue ems Inserts shapes into matching
C | existeven when they cannot slots :
wJ be szen

- Follows simple spoken Follows directions about . = Whispers
£ | commands (e.g. "Give Daddy placing an item “in"and “on” on TV or in the movies - identifies common objects
B | theball” another + Uses two-word phrases (e.q., described by their use fe.g.,
",'lf' - Responds to“where” questions = [-.“‘Mﬂ#h maore milk) "Show me what you eat with")
W |+ Can point to five or more drink « Can point to 15 or more pic- = Uses sentences of three or
€ | familiar persons, animals, or es 2t least frve worc tures of common objects when  mone words
3| toys they are named » Understands negatives {"Which
El- Spontanecusly says familiar + Knows the names of at least Enot...)
E | greeting and farewells two playmates + Uses some reguiar plurals (e.g.
3 « Briefly stops activity when told » Can point to at least six body boy - boys)

“no”

parts

+ Separates from caregiver in - Shows pride in accomplish- = Looks at people when speaking
T i ments with them

sinminn,hnksmmmgw

= familiar setting without crying

g = Atternpts to comfortothersin -+ Listens quietly to story, music,. - Usually takes turns

ol -mm;manrﬂﬂngs + Sings familiar songs person is happy or sad

E without + Uses“please”and“thank you”; - Avoids common dangers
W s + Enjoys simple make-believe ‘may need to be reminded « Claims certain articles

< I + When faced with novel + Asks for assistance when as being his or ———
gl

v

as a jacket or shirt without
g « Cooperates in dressing and : i + Uses handle or knob to open
5 | undressing
E. mk;yﬁmnpmmorghss
E « Cooperates with
hand-washing

. Walks swinging arms and legs
in cross pattern (like aduit)
« Catches hall, trapping against

Physical Development




30-36 Months 36-42 Months 42-48 Months 48-54 Months
- States whether boy or girl + Understands “same” and * Retells story from picture book. - Identifies “first"last." and
size _ « Matches objects that have the . Draws people + Distinguishes between real and
« Can count to five fs;n;ffuncthn{e.g.spmnand + Can copy own name make-believe @
= Completes three- to * Drawsa « Understands the concept of
. : four-piece b od Nt face with at least three _E
- Can match objects by color, + Understands “more”and “less” « Identifies “half” and "whole” c
shape. and size _ « Soris objects by physical char- objects =
e Builds using three acteristics (e.g., color or shape) - Names at least 20 letters ,3
@
=5 & + Names primary colors « Uses facial expressions and - identifies thyming words a
i « Can state full name body language to demonstrate . Completes simple verbal o
* Understands “big”and “little”  « Can answer questions when emotions -analogies (eg. ke iscold Fire | 'S
= Can describe what he or she is Toid a short story « Understands passive sentences s 1) 3 3
doing » Uses contractions (e.g.. “Show me the car was » Can state similarities between | =
- Responds to*who”and “whose” - Uses regular past tense forms pushed by the truck”) objects (e.g. "How are juice and -5
questions « Uses pronouns + Makes statements about cause  milkalike?) E
- Asks“what” or "where” and effect « Usss possessives £
gquestions » Can define at least five simple . : 85 SOnTEnNcES "’d‘hgm s
. i and Wonds i ; e S
“under” = Can tell how simple abjects are
used
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» Can pour milk/juice with some
assistance
- Daytime control of toileting @
needs, occasional accidents =
« Gets drink of water unassisted -
« Brushes teeth independently %
= Knows where own possessions -
=T
2
+ Can cut a straight line 5
- Balances on one foot £
+ Swings on swing maintaining a
own momentum o
- Ganrapidly touch each finger | g
to thumb -
[
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Cognitivn

Communication

Suclal-»Emotianal

Adaptive

Physical Development

54-60 Months 60-72 Months
- Draws a person with six - Counts up to 20 objects
recognizable parts « Draws five or more identifiable
- Matches number of items to objects
comect numeral - Tells month and day of birth
- Recognizes a few printed words = Writes first and last name from

« Responds to questions involving
time concepts (e.g. "When do you
eat dinner?”)

» Generates complex sentences

« Tells familiar stories without
picture cues

« Can give at least three descriptive
words that characterize an object

= Participates in group discussion

W“
+ Helps with group peojects
_mm

-hpﬂ“ﬂlﬂﬂnm memory

« States use of at least three body
parts (e.g., "What do you do with
your eyes?”)

« Reads 10 or more words

= Uses irregular plurals
m-ﬂ:ﬂhm

. “ﬂljuhs
Wﬂﬂ right on own

- Uses “yesterday” and “tomomow”
= Can identify at least three units of
currency

- Apologizes if hurts someone’s
feelings

» Completes pencil/paper games

« Remains calm when small requests
are denied

- Answers the phone, remembers a
simple message, and delivers it to
the correct person

« Works alone on chores for
20 minutes

- Drops a ball and kicks it forward
before it hits the floor

- Candribble an 8- to 10-inch ball
using one hand
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